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Let Your Light Shine!
By WGK Guillermo Bambach

Brothers, I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank every one of you for entrusting me with 
the leadership of our Council as your Grand 
Knight. It will be difficult to follow in the 

footsteps of our previous Grand Knights, but I assure you 
that I will perform my duties in serving our Church and our 
Council to the best of my ability.

What an amazing year for our Council during these past 
twelve months. We truly exemplified the principals of our 
Order.  Charity, Unity and Fraternity were at the forefront 
of everything we did. 

From providing physical and financial support to  
St. Vincent de Paul, to victims of natural disasters, to 
families who chose life for their babies and to the widows 
of a deceased Knights, these are just a few examples of 
the charitable works that our brother Knights continuously 
engage in. 

We united to honor our clergy at the appreciation dinner, 
honored those first responders who serve our community at 
the Blue Mass and paid homage to those Knights who have 
passed on to their eternal reward at the annual Memorial 
Mass

We shared comradery and fraternity with our brother 
Knights and parish community at the St. Nicholas 
Pancake Breakfast, at the Day at the Rays baseball game, 
at Raymond James Stadium Fundraiser and the Knights 
Bowling League. 

The above are just a few examples of what our Council 
does, and it would not have been possible without the 
dedication and support of our Council Members, Program 
Directors and Officers. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone, especially our Council leadership 
for their hard work and dedication.  The programs and 
activities we support are the backbone of the Council 
and exemplify what we do as Knights and who we are as 
Catholic Gentlemen. 

I would like to start by recognizing and thanking our 
Program and Standing Committee Directors, Chuck 
Alaynick who headed our Church Committee, Rick 
Armstrong – Community, Ed Veronick-Council, Ed 
Skrobacz - Family, Bob Kines - Right to Life, Michael 
Specht - Youth and Bob Haley & Ed Veronick – 
Squires, Jerry Coffey – Membership, Julio Alvarez 
– RJS Fundraising, Mark Lovejoy – Retention, Scott 
Huetteman – Communication and Rick Hughes – Degree 

Team Leader. Thanks to all 
of you for going the extra 
mile. 

Our Council officers do 
much of the behind the 
scenes work to run our 
Council, so thanks to this 
past year’s officers John 
Berrie & Mark Lovejoy 
(Trustees), Tim Donahue 
(Chancellor), Randy Lee 
(Warden), Alex Czopek 
& Nick Turco (Financial 
Secretary), Paul Spinler (Recorder), Steve Haines 
(Advocate), Ross Lowery (Lecturer), John Laughman 
(Treasurer) Chris Hobbs & Bob Haley (Guards).  I also 
want to convey a special thanks to our immediate past 
Grand Knight, S/K Bruce Czaja, for his contributions to 
our Council and his mentorship during the past fraternal 
year. It was an immense help in preparing me to assume the 
position of Grand Knight.

Most importantly, I want to thank our Pastor and Council 
Chaplin, Fr. Dermot, as well as Fr. Curtis, Deacon Dan and 
Deacon Ed and the entire St. Stephen Parish Community 
for the support and guidance you have provided to our  
St. Stephen Council. You all have truly made difference, 
and this is what makes our Council so great. So thank you 
to everyone!

In continuation, I want to mention a few of the upcoming 
activities and other items for your awareness and input. 

On Saturday, July 28 at 10:00 AM, the St. Stephen  
Council will be hosting the first ever 3rd Degree 
Exemplification. As the host Council we will need to 
performs additional duties and are looking for 10 Knights 
to help with registration, lunch, 50/50, and numerous guard 
positions. The degree team has spent countless hours in 
preparation, so please come, help and support this important 
event.

Friday, August 3rd, our Squires Circle will be holding 
their Investiture Ceremony. I encourage every Knight to 
come and show their support. These young men are the 
future of the Knights of Columbus. 

Saturday, August 4th, St. Stephen will be hosting 
the District Meeting which will be attended by several 
councils from around the area. All members are welcome, 
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but Officers and Program Directors should most definitely 
attend. 

Other events include: Aug. 7 (Tue) Admissions/Business 
Meeting, Aug. 11(Sat) Pro-Life Prayer Vigil, Aug. 11(Sat) 
RJS Appreciation Dinner, Aug. 12 Corporate Mass & 
Coffee/Donuts, Aug. 14 RJS Taylor Swift Concert. 

Our current scheduled Business Meeting date (1st 
Tuesday of the month), conflicts with the Parish’s Liturgy 
Meeting, and several brothers are unable to attend our 
meetings. Potentially we are evaluating the feasibility of 
moving the Business Meeting to either the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month or to the 1st Wednesday of the month. Please let 
me know your thoughts on moving the meeting.

On April 6, 2018, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson 
announced the introduction of the Faith in Action program 

model (see article this issue.) This new model is being 
implemented in order to simplify our program structure 
and better align programs under main priority areas. The 
new program categories are Faith, Family, Community, and 
Life. These four categories represent the main priorities of 
our Order, and other programs have been consolidated into 
these four categories. The Programs Directors who will 
head these new program categories will need the help of 
everyone in the Council to successfully implement the new 
Faith in Action program model. Please discuss with the 
Directors and commit to support one of the four programs.

I am looking forward to this new fraternal year and 
spending more time getting to know each one of you. I 
thank you in advance for all you do and your continued 
commitment to the good works of our Order.

Knight of the Year

Sir Knight Mark Lovejoy, a past Grand Knight 
has been a steadfast member of the Council for 
over 12 years. His selfless efforts have truly been 
remarkable this year as he has donated his time and 

talent to a great number of activities that benefited both the 
Council and the Community.  

As the Council’s Retention 
Committee Chairman, Mark 
organized the efforts of a dozen 
members to identify and encourage 
inactive members to return to 
Council activities and to promote 
advancement of members within 
the Council.  

He is extremely dedicated 
and committed to supporting 
the welfare of the veterans in 
our community. Mark became 
heavily involved with the Veterans 
Affairs Voluntary Service (VAVS) 
program this past year, and took 
charge of the Patient Library at the 
local VA Hospital.  He solicits used books and magazines 
from the membership at each monthly Business Meeting, 
and several times a month he visits veterans in their rooms 
at the hospital, distributing the books and magazines.

In addition, Mark’s involvement with an organization 
called My Warrior’s Place, a retreat center on the Little 
Manatee River has been inspiring.  My Warrior’s Place 
was founded by a Gold Star Mother whose son Corey, like 

many others, gave his life for our continued freedom. He 
has chaperoned school field trips to My Warrior’s Place, 
raised funds for the non-profit organization, and helped 
raise awareness of this amazing place to the community.

His involvement in numerous Council activities has been 
exemplary. He participated in 
numerous RJS fundraising events 
run by the Council which netted 
over $18,000 for the Council, and 
coordinates/leads the Knights 
Bowling League, which is open 
to the whole St. Stephen Parish 
community.  The Leagues raised 
over $2,200 for the Council. This 
is a great event for recruiting and 
fraternity.

Mark also volunteered to set 
up and run several track and 
field events that were part of the 
“IncrediBULL Games”, a Special 
Olympics event at a local high 
school. He participated in the 

Council’s annual Tootsie Roll Drive, helping to raise over 
$1,200 for citizens with disabilities.

Other Council events that Mark supported and  
participated in include parking details at special Masses, 
and several Pro-Life activities sponsored by the Council. 
He volunteered to cook for the tailgate for the Day at 
the Rays, altar server & graduation barbeques and the 
inaugural Saint Nicholas Day Pancake Breakfast. Mark 
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also volunteered for the Soccer and Free Throw Challenges, 
the Degree Team and “Trunk or Treat” event at the Parish 
School. 

Selecting Sir Knight Mark Lovejoy as the Knight of the 
Year for St. Stephen Council 14084 was an easy choice.  
Every issue of our Council’s newsletter has photographs 

of Mark participating in Council and Community events 
and usually includes an article that mentions Mark’s 
participation. Please join me in congratulating Sir Knight 
Mark Lovejoy as the “2018 Knight of the Year” for  
St. Stephen Council 14084.

Family of the Year

The signature contribution of the Skrobacz family 
to our Council was the planning and execution 
of the inaugural Saint Nicholas Day Pancake 
Breakfast held for the entire St. Stephen Parish 

community.  Brother Ed Skrobacz, dedicated scores of 
hours planning and preparing for this event and turned an 
idea into quite a memorable inaugural event for our parish.  

He recruited volunteers and established a job roster 
with two shifts to handle two waves of parishioners.   His 
wife led the decorating efforts, and his son was the music 
man for the event (he created the 
Christmas music mix) and also 
served as our event photographer.  

The turnout was better than 
expected, with a full house of 
over 300 parishioners at both 
breakfasts. Over $1,000 was raised 
for St. Vincent de Paul ministry. 
This event helped promote parish 
fellowship and charitable giving 
on this first day of Advent. Going 
forward, we envision this to 
becomes a new tradition in our 
parish as we involve the Council 
and parish families in a fun 
social event. This introduces our 
younger parishioners to the real 
Saint Nicholas and reinforces the virtue of CHARITY 
during the Advent and Christmas Season. 

The Skrobacz family also headed up efforts to organize 
other family socials for the Council to include the annual 
Ladies Appreciation Night and, in conjunction with the 
Men’s Club, a Christmas Family Social that was attended 
by nearly 100 Knights, wives, and fellow parishioners.

The entire family is very active in the parish and always 
takes the time to attend events after Mass that promote 
fellowship which includes helping out with two recruiting 

drives held during coffee and donuts events after Mass.
Brother Ed participated in several of the 15 RJS 

fundraising events run by the Council and many Pro-Life 
activities sponsored by the Council, including participating 
in the Knights “100 Knights for Life” event held during the 
“40 Days for Life” campaign. 

He also organized a team of nine to participate in “Moving 
Day,” an annual fundraising walk event to raise awareness 
in the fight against Parkinson’s disease. This celebration 

of movement featured a family 
friendly walk course, a kid’s area, 
a caregiver’s relaxation tent and 
a special Movement Pavilion 
featuring yoga, dance, Tai Chi, 
Pilates, etc. which raised $1,800 
to fight Parkinson’s disease.

The Skrobacz family, being 
relatively new to the parish, 
immediately jumped in and 
became involved with all aspects 
of the Knights of Columbus and 
the St. Stephen Parish community.  
They always reach out to fellow 
Knights and their wives to make 
them feel welcome in any event 
or situation, and they have helped 
forge many friendships within 

the Council.  They provide a wonderful example for the 
Knights of Columbus and help recruit new Knights and 
their families to our Order.

Please join me in congratulating brother Ed, Susan and 
Tyler as the “2018 Family of the Year” for St. Stephen 
Council 14084.
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Altar Server of the Year

On June 17, 2018, at the at the conclusion 
of the 7:30 am Mass, our presider  
Fr. Curtis Carro, S/K Julio Alvarez 
and S/K Guillermo Bambach had 

the privilege of presenting the 2017-18 Knights of 
Columbus, Florida State Council Altar Server of 
the Year Award to Sarah Anne Ferguson. 

The Saint Stephen Council nominated Sarah for 
this prestigious award by, as uniquely deserving of 
recognition, not only for her exemplary service as an 
Altar Server, but for her unselfish Catholic Christian 
service to her parish and community, and many 
more significant contributions, accomplishments. 
She has been an example to those blessed to know 
and serve with her over the past 8 years.  

The Altar Server Ministry is a unique ministry in the 
Catholic Church. Other than priests and deacons, no one 
else is allowed to so closely play a part in the preparation 
of the Eucharist. At St. Stephen, we are blessed to have a 
dedicated cadre of over 116 altar servers who make up the 
rolls of this Parish Ministry. 

The ministry, under the leadership of brother S/K Julio 
L. Alvarez and Mrs. Marcia Hart, has established over 
the last few years, a rigorous leadership program which 
recognizes, promotes and harnesses the exemplary skills 

of our altar servers, towards improving and growing the 
ministry.  

The hard work and dedication has been once again 
recognized at the Florida Council State Convention. 
For the fourth consecutive year, our 2017-18 nominee 
was selected for the Altar Server of the Year Award for 
the Diocese of St. Petersburg. The award was presented 
to the St. Stephen Knights of Columbus Council at the 
convention in May. 

Community Supporting Veterans
Debbie Wieder and  a group of ladies 
from the Valrico YMCA Happy Stitches 
donated 42 hand stitched  blankets to the 
St. Stephen Knights of Columbus VAVS 
to be distributed to the Veterans at James 
A. Haley Veterans Hospital. 
The ladies spent  609 hours of work 
stitching these blankets together.  They 
are very excited that these blankets will 
go to our veterans.  All of these ladies 
have sons or  daughters who have served 
or are serving in the Military.  
They are looking forward to their next  
project that will be  completed for the 
VAVS Christmas party at James A Haley 
Hospital. Thank you to all the ladies that 
did an awesome job.
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State Convention Awards

Newsletter - First Place Division 3 Pro Life - Second Place Division 3

Outstanding promotion of Keep Christ in ChristmasAltar Server of the Year for the Diocese of St. Petersburg

The Second Degree
Congratulations to Joseph K Freeman, William 

Torres and Fr. Tim Williford for making their second 
degree this month. Interestingly, William Lopez is 
the first Knight from our Council recruited using the 
eMembership application process.
eMembership was designed to allow eligible Catholic 
men to join the Knights of Columbus online, through a 
streamlined, optimized process. eMembership provides 
men with a digital membership experience, which will 
help them to grow as a Catholic man and a Knight.

Grand Knight Guillermo Bambach, Joseph Freeman, 
William Torres and Fr. Tim Williford
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UPCOMING RJS TRAINING DATES

Seats fill up quickly the closer we get to season start; 
therefore, please let me know early which training 
session you wish to attend so that I can lock you 
in for a seat.  Family members (21 or older) are 

absolutely welcome. 
Remember, this is a Council-wide event...not a special 

committee; therefore, we solicit every able-bodied brother 
Knight to contribute towards at least one event (1 Day) 
in a season (normally 13 events, not including concerts  
between late August through early February).  

To put this in perspective, we are merely asking you for 
at least one 10 hour day (of which only  4 hours equate to 
the time the stands are open and selling), out of  174 days.  
That’s 1-day out of 174, or 10 hours out of 4176 hours). 
I know just about anyone of us could easily do that? 
Ask anyone who’s attended...its really time well spent 
working side by side and getting to know your Brothers 
and participating family members, interfacing with fans, 
all towards earning the commissions and tips that fund the 
majority of our programs and contributions to the projects 
and charities we actively support.  

Additionally, for those of you interested in attending the 
Operations/Lead Training, contact me by phone and I can 
convey what the expectations might be.  This would help 
us immensely as well. Thanks for being a part of “Making 
a Difference!”
Aramark T.E.A.M. Alcohol Training Dates
Date: Sunday, July 29th
Time: 10am to 12pm
Location: West Club
Parking: Come through Gate B on N. Himes Ave, pass the 
guard shack and continue driving straight towards Dale 
Mabry. You will make a left to drive down the Dale Mabry 
side of the building and you will see parking on your right 

hand side.  You will enter the event to your left through the 
big glass doors.
____________________________
Date: Saturday, August 11th
Time: TBD
Location: TBD
Parking: TBD
____________________________
Date: Sunday, August 12th
Time: TBD
Location: TBD
Parking: TBD

Operations/Lead Training Dates
Date: Friday, July 27th
Time: 6pm to 9pm
Location: West Club
Parking: Come through Gate B on N. Himes Ave, pass the 
guard shack and continue driving straight towards Dale 
Mabry. You will make a left to drive down the Dale Mabry 
side of the building and you will see parking on your right 
hand side.  You will enter the event to your left through the 
big glass doors.
____________________________
Date: Saturday, July 28th
Time: 10am to 1pm
Location: West Club
Parking: Come through Gate B on N. Himes Ave, pass the 
guard shack and continue driving straight towards Dale 
Mabry. You will make a left to drive down the Dale Mabry 
side of the building and you will see parking on your right 
hand side.  You will enter the event to your left through the 
big glass doors.
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Report of the Fourth Degree

We start the new year as Sir Knights and 
members of the Monsignor John Scully 
Assembly 3418 with many challenges. I 
want to accomplish five things this year 

to better serve the community and get all of our members 
actively involved.

1. I want to have an active Friar to be part of all of 
our activities this year. The Knights were started by Father 
Michael J. McGivney, and a large part of who we are 
includes the support of our Parrish 
and it’s priests. Our Assembly 
meetings include a significant role 
for our Friar. There is no doubt 
that our meeting atmosphere is 
significantly enhanced when we have 
a Friar present to  lead our moments 
of prayer. 

2. We must work hard to get 
our membership growing again. 
We have very active councils who 
are part of our community, and 
they have experienced amazing 
growth year after year. We should 
be experiencing similar growth. I 
want to focus on making sure our 
activities are interesting enough 
to our Knights to give them the 
incentive to be 4th Degree Knights. 
We want them to participate and 
make a difference in our community, for a veteran and for 
someone in need. Support for our veterans is a cornerstone 
of the Fourth Degree. Our heroes have such immense 
needs after so many years of war and conflict that we have 
many significant ways we can help them.

3. My Warrior’s Place in Ruskin, Florida, is a 
wonderful retreat venue where a veteran or first responder 
and their family can go to unwind, regroup, and spend a 
relaxing time together. By doing more for My Warrior’s 
Place and other veteran organizations and activities, our 
Assembly is able to spend more quality time together 
getting to know each other as Knights and friends. We 
have found by experience that when a group of Knights 
joins together to help someone in need, they benefit far 
more than those they want to help. We want to put together 
a reasonably aggressive schedule this fraternal year to help 
our veterans around our community. We, as Knights, will 

be the beneficiaries of knowing that we made a positive 
difference in one of our heroes’ lives. That, my brother 
Knights, is priceless and will do more for our Assembly 
than anything else we can think of.

4. We will be continuing our support of the VAVS 
program this year. We seemed to have lost the emphasis 
last year on talking about and driving this program. Our 
VAVS program is a very important way that we can help 
those veterans most in need. It is my goal to support Rich 

Sarnowski and Gerry Coffey in 
their efforts on behalf of The 
Knights of Columbus to collect 
food, toiletries and money at each 
Council meeting for the Haley 
Center. Mark Lovejoy has also 
done outstanding work collecting 
books, magazines and movies for 
the patients of the Haley Center.

5. Support for the unborn. 
This may be one of the most 
important causes we can become 
involved in as Knights of 
Columbus. This fraternal year, 
I want to see us support the 
Parrish and Council programs to 
protect those who cannot defend 
themselves. It is importasnt for 
The Knights of Columbus to be 
a support mechanism to help the 

Church and Council programs flourish. Although this is a 
Council Program, we as practical Catholics must step up 
and help protect life.

This new fraternal year can be the year that the John 
Scully Assembly #3418 reignites the goodness that is the 
Knights of Columbus. All we need are Sir Knights like you 
who want to help your community in a significant way. All 
we need are Knights who have an idea to help someone 
they know. All we need are Knights who are dedicated 
to making great things happen. I believe we have those  
Sir Knights in our Assembly!

By Faithful Navigator Steve Haines
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Knights and Scouts Support Vets

Last month, over 40 volunteers from the Knights 
of Columbus from Nativity, St. Stephen,  
St. Clemens, and Boy Scout Troop 610 from  
St. Stephen came together to host and support 

a BBQ for veterans at the Haley Cove Nursing Home. 
Twenty-five vets and some family members in wheel chairs 
attended the lunch of hamburgers, hot dogs and sodas.  

For the volunteers, many will tell you that it’s just 
wonderful to sit down and listen to these vets talk about 
their time spent in the service. As they share their stories, 
you can just see there faces light up. 

Sadly, these men need our attention because many will 
only have a few visitors in a year’s time. We can never 
fully return what is due to these men, who have put their 
lives on the line to provide our safety here at home. 

The good news is that there will be another event 
Saturday, December 1, where the Knights will support 
the VAVS Christmas event with pizza and presents. For 
Knights, these VAVS events are both an honor and a 
privilege to give back and make a difference by sitting 
down and listening to the stories these vets have to share.
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RJS Concerts

A special thanks goes out to the 10 Knights that kept the beer and Margarita sales going all night long at the last RJS 
event, the Kenny Chesney Concert held on April 21st.  These Knights volunteered to sell refreshments to the parched 
concert goers from the Tiki Hut next to the Pirate ship: Julio Alvarez, Rick Armstrong, Bruce Czaja, Mike Fabbro, 
Chris Hobbs. Walt Markwas, Chris Pasquariello, Jim Pryor. Paul Spinler, and Mike Sutko. There were a lot of 
thirsty patrons as sales generated were over $32,000!!!
All Knights of our Council can be a part of the RJS Fundraising experience next fraternal year.  It’s easy—just sign up for 
a 3- hour training session (the training is good for 3 years) and agree to help out for one or more Buccaneers Football 
games or the 2 scheduled concerts later this year.  You will be proud to be part of the chief fundraising effort of the 
Council.  Please contact Julio Alvarez: rjs@kofc14084.org for specific details. 

Luke Bryan Concert 
Several brothers volunteered 
to help run the concession 
stand at the Raymond James 
Stadium for the Luke Bryan 
Concert. Two of the brothers 
wife’s also assisted in the 
event.   
The team worked together and 
helped each other out to keep 
the crowd of thirsty people 
happy. It was a hot day at the 
stadium which meant a lot of 
water and beer sales.  The 
margaritas were also a big hit. 
This event is a major fundraiser 
for the Council and allows us to 
continue our charitable work. 
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The Dignity of Every Human Life
By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

In my Columbia columns for January and April earlier 
this year, I reflected on Blessed Pope Paul VI’s 
encyclical Humanae Vitae and its enduring messages 
on marriage and the gift of life — messages further 

discussed throughout this issue. The following month, on 
May 25, Irish voters repealed the Eighth Amendment to 
that country’s constitution, which for decades had protected 
the lives of countless unborn children from abortion.

Providentially, Pope Francis had the courage to place the 
World Meeting of Families in Ireland next month. He has 
set the stage for the meeting with the recent publication of 
his apostolic exhortation on the call to holiness, Gaudete et 
Exsultate (Rejoice and Be Glad).

There is much to reflect upon in Gaudete et Exsultate. In 
one section, the pope writes: “Our defense of the innocent 
unborn, for example, needs to be clear, firm and passionate, 
for at stake is the dignity of a human life, which is always 
sacred and demands love for each person, regardless of his 
or her stage of development. Equally sacred, however, are 
the lives of the poor, those already born, the destitute, the 
abandoned and the underprivileged, the vulnerable infirm 
and elderly…. We cannot uphold an ideal of holiness that 
would ignore injustice in (the) world” (101).

No organization knows this better than the Knights of 
Columbus. We have been “clear, firm and passionate” in 
our defense of the dignity of every human life.

Our Ultrasound Initiative alone, which has sought to 
protect the lives of both mother and child by providing 
more than 950 ultrasound machines to qualified pregnancy 
resource centers, has already saved hundreds of thousands 
of lives.

Pope Francis goes on to write in Gaudete et Exsultate, 
“We often hear it said that … the situation of migrants, 
for example, is a lesser issue. Some Catholics consider 
it a secondary issue compared to the ‘grave’ bioethical 
questions. That a politician looking for votes might say 
such a thing is understandable, but not a Christian” (102).

The pope is right. These are not “secondary” issues 
because there are no “secondary” people. There are public 
issues that involve intrinsically evil acts, such as the 
intentional killing of an innocent human being as in the 
case of abortion. And there are other issues that involve 
prudential judgments about which reasonable people 
may disagree. But that does not mean such issues are 
“secondary.” In most countries, poverty and disease are the 
leading causes of death. In the United States, it is abortion: 

approximately 60 million 
since Roe v. Wade.

Here again, the Knights 
of Columbus has been a 
leader — during the last 
fraternal year providing 
more than $185 million 
and more than 75 million 
hours of volunteer service 
to charity.

St. John Paul II, in 
Evangelium Vitae, explained the strong link between life 
ethics and social ethics: “A society lacks solid foundations 
when, on the one hand, it asserts values such as the dignity 
of the person, justice and peace, but then, on the other hand, 
radically acts to the contrary by allowing or tolerating 
a variety of ways in which human life is devalued and 
violated, especially where it is weak or marginalized” 
(101).

Catholics have a responsibility to insist that those 
responsible for the public good focus public debate where 
it belongs: on respect for the dignity of every human being 
and the sanctity of every human life.

This is why Pope Francis reminds us that holiness, 
evangelization, charity and human development are 
profoundly linked. And as will be apparent during the 
upcoming World Meeting of Families, all of these aspects 
of the Christian life find their home in the family.

The Order has always sought to evangelize  
and strengthen the spiritual life of our Catholic families.

We are now strengthening our Building the Domestic 
Church initiative through our new Faith in Action program 
model, which encourages councils to do even more in the 
areas of faith, family, community and life.

As Knights of Columbus, we will more clearly live 
in a way that witnesses to the Christian call to holiness, 
evangelization, charity and social justice.

Vivat Jesus!
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Building the Domestic Church

The form of marital and family love is given by 
God himself, who is love. The Christian family, 
the domestic church, has been entrusted with the 
irreplaceable vocation of being the first school 

of human and divine love.

Meditation
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
Parents have, or should have, a unique relationship with 

their children. They have been called by God to love their 
child with the same faithful, self-giving love in which the 
child was conceived. … To be sure, the notion of “self-
giving love” is not an idealistic or naive concept dreamed 
up by theologians. It is demanding and sacrificial. Self-
giving love has its source in the Trinity and is revealed 
most fully by Jesus on the Cross. It requires what Pope 
Francis calls “an exodus from self” so that we might focus 
on the needs of others, even when that causes disruption in 
our lives. ...

Most fundamentally, teaching children the “art of living” 
involves lessons of faith and character. Parents teach 
children their first prayers, bring them to Mass on Sunday, 
and help them develop a basic sense of right and wrong 
coupled with a sense of responsibility. They also teach 
gratitude and generosity by helping their children learn 
to take care of their possessions; to not always expect to 
have the latest and best of everything; and to grow in the 
habit of sharing what they have with others. Moreover, 
parents help their children learn to handle life’s inevitable 
disappointments, including the invidious comparisons that 
are part of the highly competitive and materialistic culture 
in which we live. Such lessons are best learned at home, in 
an atmosphere of respect and love. ...

As Pope Francis said, “Parents are called … not only 
to bring children into the world but also to bring them to 
God” (Lumen Fidei, 43).

• What do we learn from our family? Have we learned 
“the art of living”? If so, of what does this “art of 
living” consist?

• What is self-giving love?
• How have we learned about self-giving love from 

our family?

Scripture Reading - Psalm 119:1-3, 9-12, 33-38, 
105-108

A prayer to God, the Lawgiver
Blessed those whose way is blameless,
   who walk by the law of the LORD.
Blessed those who keep his testimonies,
   who seek him with all their heart.
They do no wrong;
   they walk in his ways.
How can the young keep his way without fault?
   Only by observing your words.
With all my heart I seek you;
   do not let me stray from your commandments.
In my heart I treasure your promise,
   that I may not sin against you.
Blessed are you, O LORD;
   teach me your statutes.
LORD, teach me the way of your statutes;
   I shall keep them with care.
Give me understanding to keep your law,
   to observe it with all my heart.
Lead me in the path of your commandments,
   for that is my delight.
Direct my heart toward your testimonies
   and away from gain.
Avert my eyes from what is worthless;
   by your way give me life.
For your servant, fulfill your promise
   made to those who fear you.
Your word is a lamp for my feet,
   a light for my path.
I make a solemn vow
   to observe your righteous judgments.
I am very much afflicted, LORD;
   give me life in accord with your word.
Accept my freely offered praise;
   LORD, teach me your judgments.

Family Project
An important part of love consists in doing things out of 

love for others, even things that we may find unpleasant. 
To encourage these little sacrifices, research and make 
sacrifice beads (also known as “good deed beads”), inspired 
by a practice that St. Therese of the Child Jesus used to do 
when she was a child. Sacrifice beads are essentially a way 
of helping the family look for opportunities to make little 
offerings of love to God through small acts of self-giving 
service.
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Faith In Action

In the coming 2018-2019 fraternal year, Faith in 
Action will be the new program model for the Knights 
of Columbus, replacing Surge…with Service. The 
new model seeks to balance all of our priorities as an 

Order — Faith, Family, Community and Life — and offer 
Knights meaningful opportunities to serve people in need 
in our parishes and communities. 

Faith in Action fully integrates Building the Domestic 
Church programs, limits the number of requirements for 
Columbian Award, and most importantly, allows Councils 
to concentrate on implementing faith-filled family 
programs. Our goal? Quality – not quantity.

As supreme Knight Carl Anderson said, “if we can’t 
meet young Catholic men where they are, they will 
go somewhere else. And in this era, it is too easy to go 
somewhere else when we need them to be home - home 
in the Catholic Church, home in their parishes, and home 
with their families.” 

As leaders and brother Knights who care about the  
long-term sustainability of the order, we are excited about 
men’s desire to serve and the opportunity to consistently 
adapt to meet the demand of a changing world and the 
needs of future members. 

We know that the chance to roll up our sleeves and 
demonstrate our faith through service is as powerful as it is 
rewarding. The calling is a fundamental part of the Order’s 
history and genesis for our new program model, Faith in 
Action. This mission-driven platform is an excellent way 
to express our service program, as it speaks to our own 
efforts and to the interests of prospective Knights.

The Four Categories
Programs under Faith in Action will be organized under 

four main categories, Faith, Community, Family and Life. 
The matrix below shows the categories and activities 
within each:

In the coming months, more light will be shed on this 
subject through this newsletter and the Council business 
meetings. This new organization helps simplify our 
efforts, make more sense of the “why” of what we do for 
our parish and community, and to better solicit volunteers 
to help with these programs.

Moving forward, the directors for the committees will 
be Chuck Alaynick (Fatih) Ed Veronick (Community) Bob 
Kines (Life.) The Council is currently locking in a director 
for Family.
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Alex Menendez II, Allen Kleinotas, Amos Hall III, Andrew Masse, Andrew Sanderson, Barry Hamel, Charles O’Neill,  
Chris  Westfall, Daniel Gratkowski, Dennis Schulmerich, Antonio Zumpano, Edward Milius, Gene Batronie, George 
Ordonez, Gerald Thompson, James Whiteman, Jeffrey  Prokopowicz, John Van Jaarsveld Jr, John Arcand, John Cronan Jr,  
John Mc Guire Jr, Kenneth Vaughn, Kim Brabson, Lloyd Hamashin, Mario Nicoletti, Matthew Maynard, Michael Messano, 
Michael Fabbro, Michael Grogan, William Worth, Nathan Wiles, Patrick Sampson, Peter Gallagher, Rafael  Robles,  
Rev. Timothy Williford, Stephen Bell, Stephen Smith, Thomas Fisher 111, Thomas Ywanauskas, Thomas Cummings IV, 
Vincent La Lima, William Cornett

 July Birthdays

Monsignor John F. Scully 
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
  TBD 

Faithful Navigator
S/K Steve Haines

Faithful Captain
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Admiral
S/K Rick Hughes

Faithful Pilot
S/K Mark Lovejoy  
Faithful Comptroller

S/K Nick Turco
Faithful Scribe

S/K John Berrie  
Faithful Purser

 TBD 

 Trustees
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr. 

S/K John Cirello 
S/K Pete Card 

Faithful Inner Sentinel
S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel
S/K David A Morone

Color Corps Commander
S/K Rick Gnatowsky

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director
Jerry Coffey

membership@kofc14084.org  
Program Director
Alex Czopek 

deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 
Faith

Chuck Alaynick 
church@kofc14084.org  

Community
Ed Veronick  

community@kofc14084.org  
Family

William Torres 
family@kofc14084.org  

Life
Bob Kines   

RightToLife@kofc14084.org
Squires

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 
Degree Team Leader

Rick Hughes
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications

communications@kofc14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2018-2019

Chaplain
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight
Guillermo Bambach
Deputy Grand Knight

Alex Czopek 
Chancellor

Ed Skrobacz
Warden

Chris Hobbs
Advocate

Jerry Coffey
Lecturer

Matt Preszler
Recorder

Peter Depa
Financial Secretary

Nick Turco
Treasurer

Bill Ruppert
Trustees

Bruce Czaja 
John Berrie   

Mark Lovejoy 
District Deputy
Ed Sleyzak
Field Agent 

John Ruckart
Guards

Carl Alerta   Jeff Stephanz
John Hollingshead
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July 28 Third Degree, FLC
August 3 Squires Investiture
August 4 District Meeting
August 12 Corporate Mass (9:30) and Coffee & Donuts after Mass
 Fr. McGivney Birthday - Recruiting Opportunity after Mass!
August 14 Taylor Swift Concert RJS
August 18 First Degree, FLC
August 21 Columbiettes Installation
August 26 Day at the Rays
September 9 Ministry Fair, FLC
October 6 Columbiettes Bunko Night

Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events: http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a 
publication of St. Stephen 
Catholic Church Knights of 
Columbus Council 14084.

To make a contribution, 
submit an article or pictures, 
please send content to: 
communications@kofc14084.
org

For more information on 
our Knights of Columbus 
Council, visit our website at: 
www.KofC14084.org

Congratulations to Sir Knight Bill 
Ruppert as Knight of the Month. Bill 
was a tremendous help during the Clergy 
Appreciation Dinner. From the set up, to 
cooking and serving he fully stepped up 
to support this event. 

Bill worked numerous RJS events 
this past year and is a Eucharistic 
minister and coordinates and conducts 
Communion services at the River Oaks 
rehabilitation facility. For this upcoming 
fraternal year, he also volunteered to 
take on a greater role as the Council 
Treasurer. 

The Family of the Month is the 
Huetteman family. Lisa serves the 
Church in varying capacities including 
Eucharistic minister, sacristan, and 
lecturer. Scott has served the Lifeteen 
and choir music ministry for over 
18 years and has been the Council 
newsletter editor since 2014. Their 
older daughter Katie is embarking on a 
two-year missionary program with Saint 
Paul’s Outreach, while their younger 
daughter, Abby, is teaching English to 
students in Morocco this summer with 
the FSU Global Scholars program.  


